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Wellness fee increase passes

Eighteen percent increase to go towards new counselor
LAUREN SANER
copy editor
lsaner12@winona.edu

O

n Wednesday, March 14, Student Senate
passed the raise in the students’ Wellness
Fee increase to hire another counselor in
Counseling Services.
Every year, different departments request
fee increases to maintain the overall needs of
campus, which includes building updates and
student needs. This process begins with Student
Fee Management Committee (SFMC), which is
made up of students and faculty.
The SFMC is where each of the departments
and those asking for fees present the increases,
sharing what needs to be done and giving the
committee options of what can be provided and
what they would like to see in the future. The
committee asks questions and then discusses
it amongst themselves. The fee increase is then
tabled for a week where the members go and
ask their constituents about what they think and
come back the following week to vote on it. Then
the motion goes to Student Senate, who discuss it
at a meeting, table it for a week to talk to others
and receive feedback and vote on it the following
week.
After all the fee decisions have been made,
Student Senate President Ben Reimler writes
a recommendation to send to President Scott
Olson to make the final decisions on the budget.
Reimler shared what the SFMC does and how
that relates to Student Senate.

The Winona State counseling staff from left to right: Lynda Brzezinski, Mick Lynch,
Kateri Johnson, Benedict Ogum Ezeoke, Eunie Alsaker and Debbie Dickenson. Last
Wednesday, March 14, Student Senate voted in approval of an 18 percent hike of the
student wellness fee in order to hire a new counselor. The hope is that this will help
reduce the two-week wait time and provide students with another counselor to speak to.

“The recommendation works its way through
SFMC, which I think leads to this misconception
that Student Senate is the only thing involved
in this decision and that we don’t solicit student
input and we don’t hear from students. We have
non-student senate representation on the SFMC
committee…to have the perspective of just a
traditional, ordinary student, and that’s really
important,” Reimler said. “How this is going

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

to impact their life, is this going to make their
experience at Winona State University better, and
that’s what we overwhelmingly heard.”
Christina Melecio, the Student Senate Treasurer
and chair of SFMC, explained how the fee
increase or decrease process takes time and the
importance of that time.
Continued on page 10, see Wellness Fee.

NEWS
Mathmagician mesmerizes students
DANE SORENSON
news reporter
dsorensen16@winona.edu

T

ypically, when people think about math, they
picture difficult tests and incomprehensible
problems. However, Arthur Benjamin, a professor of mathematics at Harvey Mudd College, is
determined to change the negative perceptions
of math through magic and impressive feats of
mental mathematics.
Benjamin has been using magic and math to
impress audiences of all ages ever since he was
in high school. He started with magic by learning tricks in books and performing at birthday
parties.
About the time he was entering college, his
father suggested to him that he combine his love
of magic with his love of math. The reaction that
Benjamin achieved through his math skills was
much more enthusiastic than he expected.
Ever since he discovered a new way to make
math fun, he’s been performing all over the country, teaching people about math while keeping
them entertained.
Benjamin visited Winona State University on
Thursday, March 15 and Friday, March 16 for a
series of shows outlining the secrets behind advanced mental math, probability and magic card
tricks.
His first lecture focused on the probability of a
well-known game of luck. He broke down the actual probabilities of winning a game of bingo. His
second lecture revealed the secrets behind some
of the most advanced mental math possible and
his third lecture focused on magic card tricks and
the math behind them that makes it all possible.
In his second lecture, Benjamin started off the
show by doing a card trick involving an imagi-
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“Mathemagician” Arthur Benjamin gave demonstrations of his “math magic” on
Thursday, March 15 in SLC 103. Benjamin performs his opening trick, which uses an
invisible deck of cards that then became visible and displays the card that the volunteer imagined.

nary card that became real. After he had gotten
our attention, he aimed less to confuse and mystify us and more to impress and teach. He showcased his math abilities by squaring numbers
with two, three and four digits.
In some cases, he was even able to multiply or
square two digit numbers faster than his volunteers could punch the numbers into their calculators. Benjamin could also tell you what day of the
week you were born just by knowing the date. In
fact he can do this with any day in history.
His ended with solving the equation 36,496
times 89,153 mentally.
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photographer
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After the magic act, he showed the audience
how he solved these problems. Many of them
came down to basic algebraic equations, but some
required a much higher level of mathematical
understanding.
Benjamin said the goal of these shows are to
inform the audience of what they are capable of.
“My goal is not to see how smart I am, but how
smart they can be,” Benjamin said. “I hope they
gain an appreciation of what they can do and that
numbers can be fun and useful.”
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Students get WIT in Zanes

Seniors Cameron Lornston and Matt Liston perform with the student improve troop “Winona Improvisation Theatre” on Wednesday, March 14 in
Zane’s.

KAMERON WILSON
features reporter
kwilson14@winona.edu

E

very Wednesday at 9 p.m. in Zane’s, a group
of students at Winona State University gather
together for Winona Improvisation Theater
(WIT). The event consists of a band of students,
generally members from the audience busying
themselves with homework or audience members
watching the performance, getting up on Zane’s
stage and participating in a variety of improve
games for an hour.
Emma Tomb, a senior studio art and history
major and one of the leaders and participants of
WIT, explained that WIT has been a part of the
Winona community for the past six years and
initially formed through the creative efforts of
Adam Calcagno, senior theatre major.
“WIT has also been a part of the Runner-Up
Comedy Troupe for the past two years,” Tomb
said. “With the event of WIT, everyone is expected to leave with either a smile or several fits
of laughter. While the event may seem to focus
highly on the aspect of a simple batch of students

getting together and acting like outrageous comedians, there is more to WIT that meets the eye.”
Will Diedrick, a junior computer science major,
is a leader and participant of WIT. He shared
more input on why they do WIT and what students can expect from the weekly event.
“WIT is a very good opportunity to spread the
joy of improv to others,” Diedrick said. “With
more and more students arriving for an evening
of laughter and the wittiest of jokes, WIT continues to keep the flow of their event enlightening
with additions of new games and introductions
to audience members that haven’t participated in
past events.”
Brad Erickson, is a sophomore computer
science and math major and another leader and
participant of WIT, shared what students can
expect in the future.
“The future of WIT will exhibit a new ‘World`s
Worst topics,’ as well as new ideas for themed
based food such as having pie on Pi day,” Erickson said.
The leaders of WIT are constantly on the
lookout for newcomers to join in and give it their
all with the intricate improve games they pro-
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photographer
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vide the audience with. For individuals that have
never set foot on a stage or held notions of doubt
that they possessed any trace of acting skills, the
members of WIT always see past the list of worries and they always extend a welcoming hand to
newcomers.
“For any new person participating in WIT, I
would tell them the easiest way to do improve is
to don’t think about it. Just go with your gut and
don’t be afraid to be out there,” Tomb said.
With the introduction of WIT to Winona State,
students, as well as the campus community, have
benefited greatly from the entertainment provided by a talented assembly of students.
“WIT is place where students can sit down,
study for a bit, and then get an hour break of
entertainment,” Diedrick said.
So the next time you’re thinking about doing
homework in your room all by your lonesome on
a boring Wednesday evening, shake off the stagnant vibes, grab your backpack, and haul your
feet on over to Zane’s for an endless nights of gut
tingling humor.
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Meet the news staff...
Erin Jones

Morgan Reddekopp

Lauren Saner

Crime and Security reporter

Local reporter

Copy editor

Dane Sorensen
Local reporter

SECURITY INCIDENTS:
Unkown: A bike theft occurred
at East Lake Building A.

March 5

March 7

12:30 p.m.: An alcohol violation
occurred at Sheehan Hall. The
violation was a minor possession of alcohol.

March 10

8 a.m. - 10 p.m.: A bike theft occurred outside of Maxwell Hall.
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March 13

7:30 p.m.: Some air pod headphones were stolen from the
Integrated Wellness Complex
on the second floor.

March 16

1 p.m.: A bike theft occurred outside of Kirkland Hall on campus.

12 a.m.: An alcohol violation
occurred in a lounge in Lourdes
Hall. The violation was in the
form of minor consumption.

March 17
8:45 p.m.: There were two during law
violations in Sheehan Hall. One was
for possession of a small amount of
marijuana. The second was for
possession of drug paraphernalia.

NEWS

March 21, 2018

Horoscopes

Week of March 21

By: Jayda Anderson

Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20)
You’re always caring for others but take time for
yourself. You’re a great human being but your
friends sometimes forget to recognize that you’re
so amazing.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22)
Even though your zodiac sign shares the name
with an awful disease, remember you’re not awful. You’re great!

Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
You usually like to focus on yourself, but spend
time focusing on others. You will find that this
brings new enjoyment into your life.

Aries (March 21 to April 19)
Make sure you are keeping a levelheaded when it
comes to your emotions. Approach every situation with a new outlook. Take some time to rest if
you are feeling worn down.

Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Sometimes your confidence later can come off as
rather intimidating. Try to use your confidence to
help others.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Moderation and balance is key in life. Make sure
that this week you are trying to spread yourself
evenly between all the things you have to focus
on.

Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
You’re great, wonderful and everyone loves you.
Keep being you and spread your happiness to
everyone around you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Make sure you are keeping up with what you
need to do. Yes, taking time for yourself is good
for you but there can be too much of a good
thing.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)
You are beautiful and deserve to show that to the
world, but make sure to compliment the other
people in your life.
Gemini (May 21 to June 20)
You’re a great friend and you will remain with
your friends until the end. Embrace your own
quirks in your personality and everyone in your
life will learn to love them.

Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
A healthy diet is important to a healthy life. Keep
your life balanced by organizing what you need
to do and when you need to do it. Don’t forget to
leave time for yourself! Maybe go out and try a
new activity you have always wanted to do?

Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Remember that there is a time and place for everything. Focus on your goals and start trying to
find joys in the little things in life.

Winona State walks out for Parkland shooting

Sophomore Bri Kearns speaks during the student walk out on Wednesday, March 14 in support
of the recent shooting in Parkland, Florida.
Kearns organized the event with help from the
KEAP Council and had been in contact with local
students who expressed interest in the event. The
walkout prompted discussion among those present
about arming teachers, while other students shared
their personal experiences with school shootings.
Those who attended the walkout were encouraged
to participate in the Winona March For Our Lives
on Saturday, March 24 at 4:30 p.m. at the Winona
Senior High School.
NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu
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Have a burning
opinion? Want
to share a news
tip?
Send us your questions,
opinions and suggestions to
zbailey14@winona.edu
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March 21

Wellness Wednesday: Don’t be a Zombie
Time: 3 p.m.
Location: Integrated Wellness Complex - The WELL - 139
Contact: Health Promotion
healthpromotion@winona.edu

March 22

Merchants Bank Career Day
Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Somsen Hall - Engagement Center
Contact: Laura Carolevschi
lcarolevschi@winona.edu

March 23

Monstrous Constructions
Time: All day
Location: Watkins Art Gallery
Contact: Roger Boulay
rboulay@winona.edu

March 24

Volunteer with Habitat for Humanity
Time: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Location: Habitat For Humanity 161 Lafayette Street
Contact: Hannah Knunkel
hknunkel14@winona.edu

March 25

March 26

March 27

NEWS - 6

Student Recital: Haley Rafferty
Time: 4 - 5 p.m.
Location: Performing Arts Center - Recital Hall
Free admission
Addressing Sexual Violence on College Campuses:
Understanding and Changing the Culture
Time: 1 - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Maxwell Hall - 257
Contact: Jess Kauphusman
jkauphusman@winona.edu
TED Talk Tuesday
Time: 2 p.m.
Location: Kryzsko Commons - Student Activity Center
Contact: vp_emsl@winona.edu

LIFE

"Elephant and Piggie" comes to Winona State

Left to Right: First-years Rachel Maron and Jacob Eberhard as Elephant with three Squirrels: Senior Abby Schmidt, first-year Jessica Campbell
and junior Emily Olson in the spring play "Elephants and Piggies 'We Are in a Play'" on Friday, March 16 on the Vivian Fusillo Main Stage Theatre.

LAUREN GENNERMAN
features reporter
lgennerman16@winona.edu

T

he company of “Elephant and Piggie's ‘We
are in a Play'" performed in the Vivian Fusillo Main Stage in the Winona State Performing
Arts Center on Friday, March 16 and Saturday,
March 17.
Before performing at Winona State, the company went on a three-week tour around the area
performing for local schools, which included
the two performances at Winona State. The tour
visited twenty schools in the local Minnesota

and Wisconsin area, performing for about 6,000
students by the end.
The shows had a different cast depending on
the night it was performed. The show had a double cast so the students could take turns touring
with the company.
Friday night's performance had many children
in attendance, along with many students from
the university as well. Jacob Eberhard and Rachel
Maron played the leads, Piggie and Elephant,
with Noah Nelson playing the Dog and Penguin.
Jessica Campbell, Emily Olson and Abby Schmidt
played the Squirrelles.
Saturday's performance featured Noah Nelson

NATALIE TYLER
photographer
ntyler16@winona.edu

and Courtney L'Heureux as Piggie and Elephant
with Breanna Bahr as the Dog and Penguin.
Rebecca Borchardt, Holly Stamschror and Kayla
Williams-Schwarze were the Squirrelles.
This is the third year Winona State has been
able to take a show on tour, and they hope to
continue the tradition for many years to come.
They have been able to make these productions
free for people to see for both local schools and
on campus.

Continued on page 9, see Children's Play.
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Film in review: “Game Night”

introduction to characters and events. The plot,
however, starts to deviate from the normal course
once Brooks comes into the mix, propelling
the story forward with a mix of wild chaos and
humor. “Game Night” exhibits an uncanny ability
The Winonan’s film reporter rates this film 4.5/5 stars
he black comedy film, "Game Night," dito build jokes from earlier in the film with newly
rected by John Francis Daley and Jonathan
introduced concepts that consequently make for
Their weekly group gathering falls far out of its
Goldstein, and starring Jason Bateman, Rachel
gut-busting laughs all the way through. One of
McAdams, Kyle Chandler, Billy Magnussen, Sha- conventional ways, however, when Max’s rich and the likely causes of this is the remarkable chemron Horgan, Lamorne Morris, Kylie Bunbury, Jes- compulsive brother, Brooks (Kyle Chandler), aristry between the cast. They all possess an ability
rives
in
town
and
asks
to
host
his
own
game
night
se Plemons and Denzel Washington (kinda-sorta,
to maintain a youthful attitude throughout that
but not really). This “cameo” by Denzel Washing- at his newly-rented mansion. Always attempting
many films with adults fail to do. Although they
ton is one of many brilliant strokes of pop culture to accelerate excitement to new levels, Brooks
may be in their 30’s and 40’s, they, like everyone
awareness “Game Night” exhibits throughout the opts to break convention by hiring a company
else, still enjoy indulging in the childlike yearning
to
set
up
a
kidnapping
scenario
that
will
blur
the
course of its 100-minute runtime. Considering
for fun and play, and that is perfectly okay. This is
the main characters of the film are all hyper com- line between reality and fiction for the players,
the attitude of the film as well as the central concreating the most exciting and elaborate game
petitive trivia, board and card game players, the
flict for the protagonist Max, who is pickled with
dialogue flowing out of their mouths is justifiable, yet. This, however, fails miserably when actual
the internal struggle of choosing to begin a life as
criminals
become
interwoven
with
the
events
of
saturated with loads of pop culture trivia, making
a father or maintaining the freedoms he enjoys
“Game Night” a feast for connoisseurs of film and the game, truly blurring the line between reality
with less responsibilities.
television references. The best humor of the film, and fiction, and twisting it into a more dangerous
blurring of the lines of danger and safety instead.
however, surfaces once the film’s action kicks off
Although a brisk film, the runtime of the movie
to start driving the plot of the film.
Jason Bateman plays the protagonist, Max, who only really starts to plow by after the first twenty
minutes which suffer from some jokes that do
alongside his wife, Annie (Rachel McAdams),
relish in their weekly game night with friends.
not hit their marks and an overall conventional
Continued on page 9, see "Game Night."
BLAKE GASNER
film reporter
bgasner16@winona.edu

T
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Children's Play, continued from page 7.

Rachel Maron, a first-year theatre major who
played Piggie on Friday night's cast, was thrilled
at the prospect of performing a children's theatre
piece as her first role at Winona State.
"I love how fun and energetic children's theatre
is. There is so much expression and goofiness in
the lines that tailors really well to the audience,"
Maron said. "The other thing I really appreciate
about performing for children is how truthful
kids are. They have no filter and will tell you exactly how they feel about a performance which is

something you don't typically experience."
Written by Mo Williams with music by Deborah Wicks, “Elephant and Piggie's ‘We are in
a Play'" was directed by Heather Williams-Williams, assistant theater professor at Winona State.
Posters were designed by Courtney L'Heureux,
who also played Piggie in the Saturday cast. Scenery was designed by Isaac Sawle, and costumes
were designed by Tracy Van Voorst. In Williams-Williams' message in the show's program,
she shares well-wishes to the audience.

"The cast and I are excited to share this adventure of true friendship," Williams-Williams
wrote. "The loveable characters remind us that it
is important to put on our silly hats every once in
awhile."

defy gravity with their camera work, swooping
the camera through hallways, up staircases and
out windows in one continuous shot that captures the full extent of the action in the scene.
Often with comedies it’s easy for us to settle for
films that rely heavily on foul mouthed language
and physical gags, and don’t get me wrong “Game
Night” has this too, but it overachieves by complementing this with swift action, tremendous
heart, childlike silliness and wonderfully crafted
twists that will leave viewers hesitant of the direc-

tion the plot will be heading in next.
If in the mood for a film that will leave you
laughing in stitches and locked to the screen with
surprisingly effective action, then “Game Night”
is the film for you. 4.5/5

LAUREN GENNERMAN
features reporter
lgennerman16@winona.edu

"Game Night," continued from page 8.

Yes, “Game Night” is an absolutely fun time
at the movies, but do not let all the laughs and
thrills fool you into thinking it has no depth at
all. “Game Night” packs a surprising amount of
heart as well for a film that is classified on IMDb
as a “black comedy.” On top of this, it also features a variety of tremendous stunt work and
action pieces that would even be considered impressive in your standard action flick. This is especially true in one particular scene involving an
important egg. During this scene, the filmmakers

BLAKE GASNER
film reporter
bgasner16@winona.edu
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Wellness Fee, continued from page 1.
“The fees that happen don’t happen very lightly,
they do take quite a bit of time…The entire
process takes about a month long,” Melecio said.
“We have input, but ultimately it’s hoping that
[those making the final decisions] listen to the
students.”
The recommendation for the wellness fee
increase and the addition of a counselor came
from Vice President for Student Enrollment
Management and Student Life Denise McDowell.
McDowell discussed with students on campus
and the counselors in the Counseling and
Wellness Center, and heard that another
counselor would be beneficial to students and
that counselors would like to help more students
and be able to see those that need help more
often.
“I was able, with counseling, to present a
proposal, that said to the students ‘if you will help
with this, I promise to you that we will provide
additional mental health services,’” McDowell
said.
After presented with this proposal, senators
talked to other students, whether it was their
friends or their colleagues in their classes and

overall got a majority of students that thought
that this increase would be beneficial on campus
and for students.
Vice President Chris Latzig shared that he has
friends that are unable to utilize this service on
campus and that they can not due to the little
availability that they have and expressed that this
is important to all students.
“Part of the fee increase would obviously be
going towards hiring another counselor in hopes
to take a step to meet the demand of the students.
It’s not a fee that’s going towards administration,
it’s not a fee that’s going to add on another track
on top of the building. It’s actually going to
students for students for what they want, which is
really important about why the fee is such a large
increase as well,” Latzig said.
Sophomore student representative Ben
Ellgen agreed that it was beneficial for other
senators to poll in their classes and find what
the students actually thought of this change, but
that the personal stories of students is equally as
important.
“I think there is value in having a number, I
think especially with counseling and wellness
services, I think some of these stories are very
valuable in understanding, and how stories of

Abby Van Den Berg, a junior psychology major at Winona State, is one of the many
NICOLE GIRGEN
students who uses the counseling services as often as possible, which is on average once
photo editor
every three weeks. Van Den Burg thinks Winona State would need to bring more than one ngirgen14@winona.edu
counselor to campus to really reduce the long wait time, but feels one is a good start and is
worth the hike if it allows someone to receive help faster.
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individuals not being able to access the services
they deserve, how that adversely affected them,
and so I think looking at these stories is very
important to do as well and see to what degree
were individuals affected,” Ellgen said.
One story that has taken part on campus and
in counseling services comes from Abby Van
Den Berg, a junior psychology major. Van Den
Berg began going to counseling services last
semester and since then has met with a doctor
and received medication for her mental health.
She shares her struggles for this semester being
unable to go to her counselor, Kelly Kirby, as
often as she needs to.
“I feel that I need more appointments with
my counselor, especially now that I’m taking
medication for my mental health, I feel that I
should be increasing my counseling, but honestly,
I haven’t gone yet this semester because I have
been trying to find someone in the area that I can
meet with more frequently, but it’s been really
hard,” Van Den Berg said. “I wanted to leave Kelly
open to other people who need help because I
feel better with my medication but I’m sure that
there are people that aren’t on medication that
should be and they need a counselor.”
Van Den Berg expressed how she felt that
working with Kirby and being in counseling
services have benefitted her mentally and
emotionally and that this is an important service
that should be utilized, and that while this is
an unusually large increase, it is important to
campus.
“I feel like a lot of people are moaning and
groaning about the price increase but it’s not
that much. They probably won’t even notice it
and it’s going to help the campus overall and
the Integrated Wellness Complex overall and I
just say why not,” Van Den Berg said. “For me
personally, and I’m sure for other students, onethird of the students have some sort of mental
problem and they probably need a counselor and
if so much of the population on campus needs
something like this, why wouldn’t this be an
automatic yes.”
The wellness fee will increase by 18 percent,
or approximate $27, for students to support a
new counselor and other needs throughout the
Integrated Wellness Complex (IWC). About
seven dollars per year will be going to the
building of the IWC and any other necessary
changes and 20 dollars per year will be going to a
new counselor. Melecio shares how she views this
increase to students’ fees.

“While it sounds like a lot because it’s 18 percent, in the end for the next four years, it’s only
20 dollars a year, it’s only 80 dollars of my entire
fees that will be going to getting a new counselor to be able to benefit so many students on
campus,” Melecio said. “I spend 80 dollars on a
concert ticket and I have no problem; what’s 80
dollars to help someone else be able to use something that’s so important to them to be able to
function daily.”
McDowell shared that she established the
increase of the fee for her presentation by the
SFMC, by determining how much it would cost
to support another counselor on campus, how
students wouldn’t need to be asked later for more
money to support it, and make it small enough
that it would be effective, but not overwhelming
to students.
Reimler shared a thought that was expressed
by Student Representative Connor Taylor at
Wednesday night’s meeting, that he thought was
significant, which McDowell echoed.
“When we have students that are struggling
with mental health, even if you don’t personally
struggle with mental health, that brings down the
morale of campus. If we can provide each and
every student an opportunity to succeed, we’re all
going to be better because of that,” Reimler said.
Reimler and Latzig also emphasized that even
though you may not personally struggle with
mental health, there are people you know that do
and this fee increase and this additional counselor can benefit and help all students on campus.
McDowell shared her final thoughts on the pro-

Left to right: Student Senate Vice President Chris Latzig, President Ben Reimler and
Treasurer Christina Melecio mediate a discussion during the March 14 meeting on
whether to raise the student wellness fee by 18 percent to hire a new counselor. The
motion passed in a unanimous vote after senators recounted the conversations they had
with students around campus and discussed the benefits of hiring a new counselor.

posal and what her role will be moving forward.
“I’m excited that the students felt as if this was
an investment not only in the present, but in the
future. When we think about doing something
for those that we may not benefit from it, then
I’m really investing in paying it forward in some
ways,” McDowell said. “Part of my commitment
is that we honor the promise, monitor the pro-

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

cess, and I’ll be working closely with Dean Johnson and the director of counseling to make sure
that we provide students with the best possible
wellness service that we can, with the resources
that we have.”
LAUREN SANER
copy editor
lsaner12@winona.edu
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Way back Winonan: On this day in 2007
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English professor publishes book
KELLEN BRANDT
features reporter
kbrandt16@winona.edu

K

aren Schroeder has been a professor at Winona State University in the English department for the last two years. After an interview
with Schroeder, it was easy to see that she is
extremely passionate about what she does here at
Winona State and about her new book, “Cosmos
and the Rhetoric of Popular Science.”
In the fall of 2009, Schroeder started writing
her dissertation in preparation to graduate. That
dissertation soon became the start of her new
book.
Schroeder graduated from North Dakota State
University with her Ph.D. and the start of a new
adventure in writing her first book.
Schroeder had not decided to turn her dissertation into a book until she had a big “ah-ha moment” realizing she was more passionate about it
all than she once thought.
It all began at a conference when a publisher

approached Schroeder and encouraged her to
turn a piece of her dissertation into a publisher. Schroeder then turned it into Rowman and
Littlefield in 2014. Three years later, “Cosmos and
the Rhetoric of Popular Science” was published
in June of 2017.
Schroeder summarizers her book on the back
cover: “Cosmos and the Rhetoric of Popular
Science builds on Thomas M. Lessl's observations
regarding Cosmos' connection to the mythic and
science fiction”.
Exploring the fuzzy line between fact and
fiction, Schroeder digs into understanding that
science can be deceiving. Oftentimes, “science is
not fake, but it is also not real,” Schroeder says.
“It is about the sandwiching of dramatizations
of fiction with re-enactments of scientific discoveries,” Schroeder said.
It connects ideas from Carl Sagan's Cosmos,
Thomas M. Lessl’s observations, countless hours
of personal research and Schroeder’s own concepts to create her book.
Schroeder realized that science is not always

truthful. When looking at images of the Cat’s-eye
nebula, it is a strikingly beautiful nebula of color
and unique shapes. Schroeder realized that the
Cat’s-eye nebula cannot look like it is described,
because the human eye simply cannot see the
nebula.
Being it is science though, humans believe that
what they see is the truth.
“It is so obvious that these images of the Cat’seye nebula are fake but we believe it. Why?”
Schroeder said.
Exploring this topic and more like it are the
main premise of her book.
Stated by Carl Sagan on Space.com, “at the
heart of science is an essential balance between
two seemingly contradictory attitudes—an
openness to new ideas, no matter how bizarre or
counterintuitive they may be, and the most ruthless skeptical scrutiny of all ideas, old and new.
This is how deep truths are winnowed from deep
nonsense.”
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Winonan Mission:
To inform and empower
the campus and
community of Winona
State University.
Inform: to report news
and events that affect the
campus and community.
Empower: to provide
students with an outlet
for creativity and an
opportunity to learn all
aspects of newspaper
operations.

Oops...
In the Feb. 28 issue, in the article “Budget cuts
torment liberal arts, student life fee,” on page one
it was stated that one of the cuts was to eliminate
three three base graduate assistants that work with
academic affairs, however, student workers will
not be laid off due to the budget cuts. According to
Andrea Northam, each graduate assistant is hired
on a one-year contract, and the current contracts
will be carried out through the end of the fiscal year.
The impact of the budget cut is that in FY19 these
positions will not be available for students to apply.
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Student advocacy works: The battle for affirmative consent
On October 14, 2017, the Students United
Board, represented by each of the seven
Minnesota State campuses, decided to begin
advocating for affirmative consent language. So
what exactly is affirmative consent?
Affirmative consent is generally defined as “an
informed, freely and affirmatively communicated
willingness to participate in sexual activity that
is expressed by clear and unambiguous words
or actions.” In this context, “consent” can only
be interpreted as an explicit agreement to a
sexual activity. Or to put it another way, when it
comes to sex, only yes means yes—it really is that
simple.
The effort to adopt affirmative consent brought
together students from each of the campuses
and was a demonstration of our strength when
we work together. In a few short months, we
convinced the Board of Trustees of Minnesota

State just how important this effort was to
students. In fact, on Wednesday, February 21, the
Board of Trustees officially adopted affirmative
consent language.
Minnesota State schools now join over 40
campuses across the country that have affirmative
consent policies, including the University of
Minnesota. And while we need to continue to
combat sexual assault on our campuses, this is
a massive step in the right direction. This step,
however, would not have been possible without
student advocacy.
Our Students United officers and campus
leaders worked tirelessly to communicate the
importance of affirmative consent. Each of
the seven Minnesota State campuses, in fact,
unanimously passed motions in their Student
Senates supporting affirmative consent. I’d also
proudly note that Winona State University was

the first of the seven campuses to pass a motion
in support. It’s because of this hard work that the
Board of Trustees affirmed our commitment to
combat sexual assault and violence.
Nonetheless, while we have much to be proud
of, this is only the beginning. As a campus
community, we now need to band together to
have a conversation about what comes next in
combating this problem. Collectively, we each
need to realize the power of our individual
platforms to call out inappropriate sexual
behavior and assault. We each have a voice and
a stake in ensuring that Winona State University
continues to lead the way on this issue. Just
remember, only yes means yes.
Benjamin Reimler
President | Winona State University Student
Senate
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Tennis continues to win at home match
MORGHAN LEMMENES
features editor
lemmenes16@winona.edu

T

he Winona State University tennis team kept
its record this past Saturday, March 17, with
a victory against Upper Iowa University.
Heather Reilly, the head tennis coach, commented on how the fall season helped the team
prepare for the spring competition.
“The fall season was brief as usual. We don’t focus too much on the competition side of things,”
Reilly said. “We use the few matches we play to
see what we’re working with for the upcoming
spring competition. Fall season gave us the opportunity to get the girls back on the court and in
the swing of things.”
First-year Caitlin Anderson also discussed their
fall season.
“The fall season was more focused on rebuilding. We definitely improved since the fall season.
For example, we played [University of Wisconsins-La Crosse] in the fall and we lost, but then
scrimmaged them later, which we ended up
winning,” Anderson said.
The improvements from the fall season can be
seen on the court and in the teams’ record.
The team started the season with a winning
streak, winning eight games in a row before their
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Sophomore Kendra Kappes volleys the ball during a doubles match against Upper Iowa Univer- NICOLE GIRGEN
sity on Saturday, March 17 at the Winona Tennis Center, the Warriors won 8-1.
photo editor

ngirgen14@winona.edu

first loss of the season against Christian Brothers
University in Orlando, Florida.
The team bounced back from the loss and
gained another win to finish up their time in

Orlando.
Continued on page 17, see Tennis.
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Softball finds luck at St. Paddy’s Tournament
SYDNEY MOHR
gymnastics reporter
smmohr15@winona.edu

“We’re such a close team,
and we know how to
communicate on the field.
Tomorrow we have to just
buckle down and hit the
bats.”

T

he Winona State University women’s softball
team came out of their weekend tournament
in Emporia, Kansas at the Emporia State St. Patrick’s Day Classic with three wins and one loss,
bringing their overall season tally to twenty-one
wins and three losses. These wins have brought
them up to be ranked number seven in their
conference.
Head coach Greg Jones was very confident in
the girl’s abilities for the weekend.
“These girls have been working so hard and
playing so well in the past few weeks. We are
currently on a winning streak, and I hope to keep
it that way after this weekend,” Jones said.
Their first game was Friday, March 16 at 10
a.m. against Missouri Southern State University.
Senior McKenna Larsen started off the Warriors
on the mound, bringing the Warriors to victory.
With 85 pitches over 8.0 IP, she was able to take
in her sixth win of the year. Larsen only allowed
in one run at the bottom of the eighth and five
hits overall throughout the game.
Senior Mariah Schultz and junior Lani Van Zyl
led the game in batting, with Schultz going up
to bat twice, getting one run and one RBI within
the first game, and Van Zyl with four at bats and
one hit and one RBI. Van Zyl’s RBI in the eighth
inning was enough to bring Schultz home and
break the one to one score. The other run was
scored by senior Samantha McLean in the eighth
inning.
Game two took place against University of
Central Oklahoma at 12 p.m. on Friday, March
16. Sophomore Jordyn Kleman took over pitch

-Junior Lani Van Zyl

ing, managing to let only six hits through and
strike out four batters throughout the eight innings, while only one run actually reached home
plate in the last inning of the game. Her teammates were of great help, managing out twelve
hits and bringing in seven runs over five innings.
Sophomore Alison Nowak, and first-years Rylee
Stout and Jen Giesey all brought in a pair of runs
over the course of eight innings.
First-year Carly Kordich had an RBI-groundout to bring home the first Warrior run in the
second inning, and Giesey stretched that to two
runs in the third frame. By the end of the fifth,
the Warriors had a 4-0 lead thanks to a two out
RBI-double and an RBI-single. The Bronchos
plated their solo run within the fifth inning.
Saturday afternoon brought around a new
round of games. At noon, the Warriors went
head to head with Pittsburg State University and

brought their winning streak up to seventeen
straight games. The final score was 9-3 for that
game, with five runs in the first inning and four
in the fourth. Stout managed to hit two into the
outfield, causing the outfield to scramble and
miss her pop-fly. Van Zyl brought in her seventh
home run this season, bringing the Warriors to a
3-0 lead. Larsen took the mound once again, allowing two runs in the first but not a single more
throughout the rest of the game. She also managed to strike out six batters throughout eight
innings, a season best for her.
The Warriors then suffered their first loss in 17
games on Saturday, March 17 at 2 p.m. when they
faced against Northeastern University. Sophomore Jordyn Kleman pitched against Northwestern, and this was her first loss as a pitcher. She
allowed seven runs on ten hits over 4.1 IP. The
Riverhawks managed three home runs in one
inning, causing the win. The Warriors were cold
at bat with only one hit when Van Zyl shot one
into the infield for an on base single.
“It was a tough game,” Van Zyl said. “But we all
knew we were better and we’re going to try and
get Emporia tomorrow. We’re such a close team,
and we know how to communicate on the field.
Tomorrow we have to just buckle down and hit
the bats.”
Just like Van Zyl hoped, the Warriors took
the win on Sunday, March 18 at 12 p.m. against
Emporia State University. After an eleven inning
battle, the Warriors won 8-7. Larsen took over
for pitching and struck out eight players.
The next games will take place in Fayette, Iowa
on Tuesday, March 27 against Upper Iowa University at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Sports staff starting lineup...
Sydney Mohr

gymnastics reporter

Mitchell Breuer
basketball reporter
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Baseball leaves weekend with three defeats

MITCHELL BREUER
sports writer
mbreuer17@winona.edu

T

he Winona State University baseball team
got its first taste of NSIC action this weekend
as the team took on Minot State University for
a weekend series, where they took three losses
and a win. The week was also supposed to mark
the Warriors’ first home games of the season,
however on Wednesday, March 14, the games
were moved to La Crosse, Wisconsin. When
asked for a statement, the Winona State Athletics
Department issued the Winonan the following
statement;
“Due to the cold and snow that Winona has

undergone to date, the field was unplayable this
weekend.”
Despite the change in venue, the team went
into the weekend as they would have if it were a
regular week.
“I don’t think the location affected our preparation at all,” first-year infielder Zac Stange said.
“We knew we had two games today on a baseball
field, so we prepared like we do for every other
game.”
The opening game proved to be an obstacle for
Winona State early, as Minot State jumped out to
an early four-run led in the first.
“I thought in the first game we didn’t come out
with enough energy, and Minot took advantage
right away in the first inning,” first-year pitcher

Jacob Huebsch said. “We got better as the game
went along and were able to pick up a few runs
late but starting off slow really hurt us.”
The Warriors were unable to catch up, and the
Beavers took the first game with a final score of
11-5.
Stange, along with senior infielder Kipp
Youngquist managed to provide positives in an
otherwise tough game for Winona State, as they
came up with the only home runs of the game.
Huebsch as well came up with his first strikeout
as a part of the roster in his two innings in the
game.
The second game was a better showing for the

Sophomore Kendra Kappes and senior Rachel
Gantz scored an 8-0 win at doubles No. 2. Upper
Iowa University had to forfeit No. 3.
Sophomore Tayla Card won 6-1, 6-2 at singles
No. 5, and remains unbeaten in singles.
Senior Kali Hackmann also remains unbeaten
in singles after winning 6-1, 6-0 over her Upper
Iowa University opponent at singles No. 4.
Card and Hackmann also remain unbeaten as a
team in doubles.
Skibba lost her singles No. 1 match, 6-1, 7-5.
Gantz won 6-1, 6-7, 10-8 over her Upper Iowa
opponent at singles No. 2 and Kappes won 6-2,
6-1 at singles No. 3.
Upper Iowa University had to forfeit their last
single match, No. 6.
“We have started off really well. We would love

to stay undefeated and finish at the top of the
conference and also get back to the championship at the conference tournament,” Card said.
Winona State will compete in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, against University of Sioux Falls
on Saturday, March 24 and Augustana University
on Sunday, March 25.

Continued on page 19, see Baseball.

Tennis, continued from page 16.
“So far, our greatest achievement has been
starting the season 8-0. The girls have been so
impressive in match play,” Reilly said. “It has
been so fun to see the team compete for what
they want, and to see each girl step up at a different time to contribute to team wins.”
The team stepped up at Saturday’s game against
Upper Iowa University, winning 8-1.
Upper Iowa University only has five players, so
they have to forfeit two matches but even though
they have to forfeit two, they are still a good
quality team and we are going to have to bring
our A-game in order to win that match,” Anderson said.
The game started off with sophomore Kaisey
Skibba and senior Justine Danne playing doubles,
winning the first three doubles matches at No. 1.

18 - SPORTS

MORGHAN LEMMENES
features editor
lemmenes16@winona.edu

SPORTS

March 21, 2018

Baseball, continued from page 18.
“The second game we had a great pitching performance by [sophomore] Caleb Schoenholz and
our offense was able to put up some runs including a clutch two-run single and a home run by
[sophomore] Andrew Pliner,” Huebsch said.
While the defense was doing their job well,
the team also performed better at-bat during
the second game Saturday, most notably coming away with seven-runs in the seventh, giving
themselves a six-run lead late in the game.
Unfortunately for Winona State, Minot State
caught wind in the eighth and ninth innings,
mounting an eight-run comeback to re-take the
lead.

“We started to hit well near the end of the
second game, but we just need to be better in the
field in general and give it all the entire game. We
know what we have to do to get where we need
to be and now we just need to do it,” Stange said.
The team ended Saturday, once again falling
short to the Beavers, with a final score of 7-9.
“We played a fairly solid game, but just did not
come out on top,” Huebsch said.
On Sunday, Winona State bounced back from
Saturday’s losses, picking up a win in the first
game, 7-5, but, couldn’t finish the job later in the
day, losing 5-9, after leading ahead into the ninth
inning.

This weekend, the Warriors will host the
University of Sioux Falls Cougars for a series
at home, with first pitch at 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 24 and 12 p.m. on Sunday, March 25.

MITCHELL BREUER
sports writer
mbreuer17@winona.edu

Way back Winonan: On this day in 1990
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Sports this week...
Wednesday,
March 21

Baseball

Thursday,
March 22

Friday,
March 23

vs University of
Sioux Falls,
1:30 p.m., 3:30
p.m.

at Augustana
University,
2 p.m., 4 p.m.

Men’s Golf

Saturday,
March 24

* Home games in bold

Sunday,
March 25

Monday,
March 26

at Minnesota
State University
- Mankato, 1:30
p.m.

vs University of
Sioux Falls,
12 p.m., 2 p.m.

Regional Preview
in Smithville,
Missouri, 9 a.m.

.

at University of
Sioux Falls,
6:30 p.m.

Tennis

Tuesday,
March 27

Regional Preview
in Smithville,
Missouri, 9 a.m.

at Augustana
University,
9 a.m.

Have you heard?
Can you believe it?

Enter a drawing for a WSU Bookstore Gift Card
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When: Tuesday, March 27
Where: Krueger Library
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 pm

